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Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: applicant needs to 
add a heading to the cross reference section of the specification. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6-7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Prior arts fail to disclose individually or in combination:" said entry word extract section requires 
an input of a decision command for search after two or more icons, among the plurality of icons 
displayed on the screen by said candidate icon display section, are selected, and display the entry 
word triggered by the input of the decision command for search" and in combination with other 
limitations. 

Double Patenting 

Non-Statutory 

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine 
grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or 
improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible 
harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting rejection 
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is appropriate where the conflicting claims are not identical, but at least one examined 
application claim is not patentably distinct from the reference claim(s) because the examined 
application claim is either anticipated by, or would have been obvious over, the reference 
claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re 
Goodman, 1 1 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re LongU 759 F.2d 887, 225 
USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re 
Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 
USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d) may 
be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting 
ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to be commonly owned 
with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of activities undertaken within the 
scope of a joint research agreement. 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a terminal 
disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 CFR 
3.73(b). 

Claims 1 and 15 are provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory double 
patenting over claims 1 and 7 of copending Application No. 10,885,157. This is a provisional 
double patenting rejection since the conflicting claims have not yet been patented. 

Claims 1 and 7 of copending application No. 10,885,157 recites all the limitations of 
claims 1 and 15 in this application with the addition limitation "said candidate icon display 
section divides the plurality of icons into at least two groups and separately displays them." 
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However this limitation taught in Baker US Patent 7,076,738, (see Baker, col. 7, lines 45- 
65; Baker differentiate the displays between selected icons and unselected icon therefore, the 
two group of icons are displayed differently) 

It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include the 
addition limitation with method of this application in order to allow users to further differentiate 
the two groups of icons. 

Claims 14 and 16 provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory double patenting 
over claims 1 of copending Application No, 10,885,157. This is a provisional double patenting 
rejection since the conflicting claims have not yet been patented. 

The subject matter claimed in the instant application is fully disclosed in the referenced 
copending application and would be covered by any patent granted on that copending application 
since the referenced copending application and the instant application are claiming common 
subject matter, as follows: These claims are so close in content that they both cover the same 
thing, despite a slight difference in wording. 

Furthermore the addition limitation of "said candidate icon display section divides the 
plurality of icons into at least two groups and separately displays them" is taught in Baker US 
Patent 7,076,738, (see Baker, col. 7, lines 45-65; Baker differentiate the displays between 
selected icons and unselected icon therefore, the two group of icons are displayed differently) 

It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include the 
addition limitation with method of this application in order to allow users to further differentiate 
the two groups of icons. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-5, 8-10, and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Stoakley US Patent 6,753,885. 

As per claim 1, Stoakley teaches a problem solving support apparatus for supporting 
problem solving for electronic device users based on user input on how to use the device, the 
device comprising: 

A related icon storage section which stores a plurality of icons, which are images having 
appearance conceptually associated with at least a part of an entry word, in association with the 
entry word which specifies problem solving functions of the electronic device; (see Stoakley, 
column 3, lines 30-50; Computer system is a storage section) 

A candidate icon display section which displays at least a part of the plurality of icons 
that are candidates for accepting selections from outside on a screen; (see Stoakley; column 7, 
lines 60-column 8, lines 30; Stoakley's candidate icons allow user to correlate specific icon from 
out side of the screen) and 

An entry word extract section which refers to said related icon storage section to extract 
the entry word and display the extracted entry word based on combinations of two or more icons 
when the two or more icons are selected from the icons on the screen displayed by said candidate 
icon display section, (see Stoakley; column 7, lines 60-column 8, lines 30; Designer may set a 
specific graphical representation for a specific control) 
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As per claim 2 5 Stoakley teaches the problem solving support apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1 , wherein said related icon storage section comprises: 

An entry word storage section which stores a plurality of element words indicating 
concepts of the functions of the entry word in association with the entry words; (see Stoakley; 
column 12, lines 47-column 13, lines 17; Stoakley' s system correlate icons with functional word 
or actions) and 

A corresponding element word storage section which stores the icons having the 
appearance conceptually associated with the element word in association with each of the 
plurality of the element words, (see Stoakley; column 13, lines 1-17; The icon is an apparent that 
collocates represent with a function )and 

Said entry word extract section refers to said corresponding element word storage section 
to extract the element word which corresponds to each of two or more icon refers to said entry 
word storage section to extract the entry word which corresponds to at least two element words 
among the element word from said entry word storage section, and displays the extracted entry 
word when the two or more icons are selected, (see Stoakley; column 13, lines 17-30; 
"Business theme" corresponds to all the image files within the business package.) 

As per claim 3, Stoakley teaches the problem solving support apparatus as claimed in 
claim 2. Stoakley teaches wherein said corresponding element word storage section associates at 
least one of the element words with the plurality of icons and stores them, (see Stoakley; 
column 13, lines 17-30; "Business theme" is associated with all the image files within the 
business package.) 
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As per claim 4, Stoakley teaches the problem solving support apparatus as claimed in 
claim 3. Stoakley teaches wherein said corresponding element word storage section associates at 
least one of the icons with the plurality of element words and stores them, (see Stoakley; 
column 13, lines 10-20; Associating all the buttons with an "Image File" is associating an icon 
with a plurality of elements word, which are button types with different button names) 

As per claim 5, Stoakley teaches the problem solving support apparatus as claimed in 
claim 2. Stoakley teaches an element word display section which displays the element word 
corresponding to the tentatively selected icon when the icon is tentatively selected, (see Stoakley, 
column 13, lines 1-15; The icon is temperately assigned to the function until another theme is 
selected) 

As per claim 8, Stoakley teaches the problem solving support apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1 . Stoakley further teaches comprising a candidate icon regulating section which refers to 
said related icon storage section to extract other icons which correspond to said entry word 
corresponding to the selected icon and receives selections of the other extracted icons when the 
icon is selected among the icons on the screen displayed by said candidate icon display section, 
(see Stoakley; column 13, lines 10-20; Associating all the buttons with an "Image File" is 
associating an icon with a plurality of elements word, which are button types with different 
button names) 

As per claim 9, Stoakley teaches the problem solving support apparatus as claimed in 
claim 8. Stoakley teaches candidate icon regulating section displays the extracted icons 
excluding the other icons stored in said related icons storage section on the screen, (see 
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Stoakley; column 13, lines 10-20; The unselected icons are not collocated to the function in 
question) 

As per claim 10, Stoakley teaches the problem solving support apparatus as claimed in 
claim 8. Stoakley teaches the candidate icon regulating section distinguishes the extracted icons 
from the other icons stored in said related icon storage section and displays them on the screen, 
(see Stoakley; column 13, lines 10-20; The selected icon are highlighted) 

As per claim 13, Stoakley teaches the problem solving support apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1 . Stoakley teaches the apparatus further comprising: 

An execution program group storage file which stores an execution program for 
executing the function for the problem solving which correspond to entry words specifying the 
functions of the electronic devices for the problem solving; (see Stoakley, column 3, lines 30-50; 
Computer system is a storage section) and 

A processing section which refers to said execution program group storage file to execute 
the execution program corresponding to be specified entry words when an execution command 
for the displayed entry word is input, (see Stoakley, column 13, lines 1-15; Each action is a 
specific entry word that is executed when the related icon is selected) 

As per claims 14 and 15 are rejected with same rational as claim 1. Supra. 

As per claim 16 is rejected with the same rational as the combination of claim 1 and 8. 

Supra. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stoakley US Patent 6,753,885 in view of Kraft US Patent 6,487,424. 

As per claim 11, Stoakley teaches the problem solving support apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1. However, Stoakley fail to teach said entry word extract section displays the entry word 
on the screen when the number of the extracted entry words is less than predetermined number. 

Kraft teaches extract section displays the entry word on the screen when the number of 
the extracted entry words is less than predetermined number, (see Kraft, column 8 lines 10-30; 
Predetermination of the function after user has entered a few word less than the actual spelling of 
the word) 

It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Kraft's 
teaching with method of Stoakley in order to provide user with a more effective way to make an 
entry. 

As per claim 12, Stoakley and Kraft teach the problem solving support apparatus as 
claimed in claim 1 1 . Kraft further teaches said entry word extract section displays the entry 
word on the screen when the number of entry, (see Kraft, column 8 lines 10-30) 
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Conclusion 

The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to icon 
entry system: 

Sewell US Publication 2004/0054985: discloses a tool and notation for capturing and 
communicating enterprise and technology structures, processes, strategies, and concepts 

Nitta US Patent 6,243,861 : discloses an object-oriented visual program development 
system for handling program entity including preprocessing function and post processing 
sections. 

Trveskov US Publication 2002/0140732: discloses a method, system and storage medium 
for an iconic language communication tool. 

Guinan US Patent 6,022,222: discloses a icon language teaching system. 

Baker US Patent 7,076,738: discloses computer device, method and article of 
manufacture for utilizing sequenced symbols to enable programmed application and command. 
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Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peng Ke whose telephone number is (571) 272-4062. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and Alternate Fridays 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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